
Season of Advent
Third Sunday of Advent

December 15th

St John’s Riddells Creek
5.30 pm

December 16th

St Paul’s Gisborne 9 am
Church of the Resurrection Macedon 10.30 am
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Welcome

We extend a very warm welcome to everyone who joins us for worship.  Whether you are a visitor 
or a regular parishioner of the Anglican Church, you are invited to join us in Holy Communion.  
Please make yourself known to us and if you would like more information about our community 
and ministry, then please take a copy of our welcome brochure, visit our website  or ask one of our 
sidespersons. 
Notes from the Vicar
I’d like to thank everyone for your kindness and support last weekend on the 
occasion of my first anniversary in the Parish, and the 25th anniversary of being 
ordained deacon. It was wonderful to celebrate with you, and I look forward to 
many more happy times together.
This week, Gisborne Caring Communities – the Churches working together 
distributed through the Gisborne schools 30 Christmas hampers. My thanks to 
all who volunteered time to assemble and bring the gifts of Hope, Peace and Joy 
to those in need in the community.
Many of you are aware that I do have a skin condition that is proving to be 
troublesome and I have begun procedures of both phototherapy (ray) and 
medical intervention. I will need to be mindful during the hot season not to 
over do things, but your prayerful support is appreciated. 
May your preparations for Christmas include time to rest and be still, and know 
our God. 

Dennis
Scripture readings	 Zephaniah 3.14-20, Song of Isaiah
			   Philippians 4.4-7, Luke 3.7-18
Wednesday:		  10 am at St Paul’s
Friday			   Thomas,  Apostle and Martyr
NEXT WEEK: 		  Fourth  Sunday of Advent	 Be Joyful!
	 	 Micah 5.2-5a; Magnificat:
		  Hebrews 10.5-10; Luke 1.39-45

Parish Fire Policy:
If a CODE RED day is declared [this is the most extreme rating] and this occurs on a 
Saturday or Sunday – then please note that all services and/or parish activities will be 
cancelled on that day.  
This policy will also apply during the week and to all our centres.  For other fire dan-
ger ratings, it is important that everyone implement their own fire plan.  
Your own fire plan must always take precedence even if you are on a rostered duty.

Texts from A Prayer Book for Australia © Broughton Publishing 1995 Reproduced with permission.  Other 
liturgical material from Common Worship © The Church of England, and Celebrating the Christian Year, 
Alan Griffiths (2004). Scripture quotations are from the New Revised Standard Version Bible,  NCCA 
(1990), used by permission. 
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The Gathering of God’s People
The ministers may have already entered in silence. 
Advent is a time for waiting and preparing. 
Our liturgical colour today is PINK. It signifies joy at Mary’s preparedness to say “Yes”. 
We sit in silence.

After a while, a bell will ring.  
A member of the congregation prepares to light the second of the blue candles. 

As a sign of our stewardship over creation, and our responsibility to care for the world, our candles 
in the Advent Wreath are recycled. Vines and leaves remind us of the fragility ad rhythm of life that 
is our journey.

A minister begins:
“Give thanks to the Lord, call on his name; make
known his deeds among the nations” 

Isaiah 12:4.
God’s love reaches out to all peoples 
calling us to be partners in praise and deed.

Let us open ourselves to God’s love.
Let us embrace compassion.

Let us be a people of peace and hope.
Let wonder fill our hearts and praise, our lips.

Luke 3:4-5.
Hail the one who comes to you across your terrain.

Let him guide your feet into the way of peace.
Psalm 25:4-5

Let us wait upon God, the one who fills our souls with hope,
who leads us in the paths of justice and generosity, 
who restores us to be a people of hope in the world.

Act for Peace
As we wait for the gift of the Christ child,
as we pray for the ways we can give,
let us light this candle of love,
and live as God wants us to live.

Joan Reppert
Iona Community alt.

Watch –though the winter’s chill
binds all with barren cold:
God has sent out his Word –
death cannot keep its hold!
As frozen earth turns quick and green
Emmanuel comes – new life is seen.

Tune: Little Cornard, TiS 469
Pat Bennett

Iona Community
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The  presider greets the people.
X The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

And also with you. 

‘The axe is laid at the root of the trees;
every tree that does not bear good fruit is cut down.’
But confident in God’s mercy we confess our sins. 

cf Matthew 3.10

Lord Jesus, you came to gather the nations
into the peace of your kingdom:
Lord, have mercy.

Lord, have mercy.

You come in word and sacrament
to strengthen us in holiness:
Christ, have mercy.

Christ, have mercy.

You will come in glory
with salvation for your people:
Lord, have mercy.

Lord, have mercy.

The Presider pronounces The Absolution
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Almighty God,
who has promised forgiveness to all who turn to him in faith:
X pardon you and set you free from all your sins,
strengthen you in all goodness
and keep you in eternal life,
through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.

The Collect of the Day
Let us pray: 

O Lord Jesus Christ,
who at your first coming sent your messenger
to prepare your way before you:
grant that the ministers and stewards of your mysteries
may likewise so prepare and make ready your way
by turning the hearts of the disobedient to the wisdom of the just,
that at your second coming to judge the world
we may be found an acceptable people in your sight;
for you are alive and reign with the Father
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever. Amen. 

The Ministry of the Word

As we prepare to hear God’s holy word through the scriptures:
open our hearts and minds, Lord. Amen.

All sit for the Reading from the Old Testament or as appointed. 
Zephaniah 3.14-20

After each reading the reader may say,
Hear the word of the Lord, 

thanks be to God.
Silence may follow each reading.

A Psalm, hymn, or anthem may be sung.

Song of Isaiah, NPCW, page 280
120

With joy you will draw wa ter from the wells of sal va tion.- - -
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Surely God is my salvation;
I will trust, and will not be afraid,
for the Lord God is my strength and my might;
he has become my salvation.

With joy you will draw water 
from the wells of salvation.
And you will say in that day:
Give thanks to the Lord, call on his name;
make known his deeds among the nations;
proclaim that his name is exalted.

Sing praises to the Lord,
for he has done gloriously;
let this be known in all the earth.
Shout aloud and sing for joy, O royal Zion,
for great in your midst is the Holy One of Israel.

The Reading from the New Testament (other than from the gospels). 
Philippians 4.4-7

All stand for the Gospel Reading.
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!
		  Prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths straight,
		  And all flesh shall see the salvation of God.

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!

The deacon or other reader may say
The Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ, according to Luke.

Luke3.7-18

Glory to you, Lord Jesus Christ.
After the Gospel, the reader says 

This is the Gospel of the Lord, 
praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

Breaking Open the Word



7

An Affirmation of Faith

We believe in Christ Jesus,
who, though he was in the form of God,

did not regard equality with God
as something to be exploited,
but emptied himself,
taking the form of a slave,
being born in human likeness.

And being found in human form,
he humbled himself
and became obedient to the point of death –
even death on a cross.

Therefore God also highly exalted him
and gave him the name that is above every name,
so that at the name of Jesus every knee should bend,
in heaven and on earth and under the earth,
and every tongue should confess to the glory of God:
X Jesus Christ is Lord! Amen. 

(Philippians 2:5-11)
Jesus Christ is Lord 

(Uniting in Worship People’s Book - page 128)

The Prayers of the People
The minister says 

Let us pray for the world and for the Church.

The prayers may be offered by a deacon and/or other members of the congregation.
Periods of silence may be kept. 

For your love and goodness
we give you thanks, O God.

The prayers will conclude with a Prayer from our Partner Churches in Vanuatu, as we 
prepare our Christmas Bowl:

God of generosity and love,
hear our cries for those 
who have been rendered homeless 
through war and conflict.
For the women, the children, the men, 
who have had to flee danger and threat; 
for all who seek to bring relief and hope; 
for all who seek to bring peace and resolution, 
in the Syrian conflict
and wherever there is violence, deprivation, and despair.
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Come, Lord Jesus, do not delay;
give new courage to your people,
who trust in your love.
By your coming, 
raise us to share in the joy of your kingdom
on earth as in heaven,
where you live and reign 
with the Father and the Spirit,
one God for ever and ever.

The intercessions may be placed on the altar as a symbol of our prayers being offered.

The Greeting of Peace

May the God of peace make you completely holy,
ready for the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ.

The peace of the Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 

The Offertory and Offertory Hymn
The gifts of the people are brought to the Lord’s Table. 

Offertory Hymn
 All centres:   Together in Song 275	 Hail to the Lord’s anointed

With this bread that we bring
we shall remember Jesus.

With this wine that we bring
we shall remember Jesus.

Bread for his body,
wine for his blood,
gifts from God to his table we bring. 

Let what we do at this table, Lord,
be a continual sacrifice of praise,
and as we proclaim the Lord’s death,
accomplish your saving work among us
until his return in glory.
We ask this through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
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The Great Thanksgiving
The Lord be with you.

And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give our thanks and praise.

We begin our praise
We love to praise you, holy God, 
for your beautiful world
and your wonderful ways.
You are the shepherd of your people.
You gave us good commandments
and you sent your messengers to guide us. 

The story of God with us
At your presence the lame walk
and speechless tongues are loosed in praise.
The humble are exalted, the proud are scattered.
For your way is prepared among us
and your redemption is our lasting joy
in Jesus Christ our Saviour.

And so, with the whole assembly of heaven,
we glorify your holy name
and acclaim his coming among us,
as we sing their joyful hymn of praise: 
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With this bread that we bring
And now, Lord Jesus Christ, we thank you
for the meal you shared with us 
on the night before you died. 
You took the bread
and blessed it
and broke it
and gave it to your friends. You said:
“This is my body.
Take it and eat it
in memory of me.”

With this wine that we bring
Then you took the cup of wine,
and blessed it,
and gave it to your friends to drink.
You said:
“This is my blood.
It is God’s guarantee that sins will be forgiven. 
Every time you drink it,
do this in memory of me.”

We remember Jesus
So we do what you command us, 
and we remember:
you lived and died,
you rose in glory,
you sent your Holy Spirit, 
and you will come again at the end of time
to bring us home to God.

Epeclesis: the Sending of the Holy Spirit
Now, Holy Spirit, we praise you 
because you help us pray. 
Come to us in this celebration, 
and make us your holy people. 
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Feed us at this table
with the body and the blood of Christ.
Make our faith grow.

Send us to be your messengers to the world. 
Spread the Good News of Jesus
by our words, our actions and our love.
Teach us to praise the living God, 
through our Saviour Jesus Christ, 
with every breath you give us:

As our Saviour Christ has taught us, we are confident to pray,
Our Father in heaven,
	 hallowed be your name,
	 your kingdom come,
	 your will be done
		  on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
	 as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial
	 and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power and the glory are yours
now and forever.  Amen.

The Breaking of the Bread and Communion
We break this bread to share in the Body of Christ. 
We who are many are one body

for we all share in the one bread.
All say:

Jesus, Lamb of God, have mercy on us.
Jesus, bearer of our sins, have mercy on us.
Jesus, redeemer of the world, grant us your peace.

Jesus is the Lamb of God who takes away the sins of the world.
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Happy are those who are called to his supper.
Lord, I am not worthy to receive you,
but only say the word, and I shall be healed.

This is the table, not of the Church, but of the Lord.
All are welcome at his supper.  Come

or the following may be sung

Anthem during Communion at Church of the Resurrection
  Together in Song 288:	 Not the powerful, not the privileged
								        John L. Bell 

Post Communion Prayer

You have drawn water from the well of salvation.
You have been nourished with the generosity of God.
Go now to bring hope and peace 
to those who are near and those who are afar.

Let your love sow seeds of
hope, your action bring peace
and salvation to others, your
hearts rejoice in the love you
receive and the love you share.
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Post Communion Hymn

  Together in Song 264 	 Hark! A herald voice is calling

Blessing and Dismissal
May God the Father,
who loved the world so much that he sent his only Son,
give you grace to prepare for life eternal. Amen.

May God the Son,
who comes to us as redeemer and judge,
reveal to you the path from darkness to light. Amen.

May God the Holy Spirit,
by whose working the Virgin Mary conceived the Christ,
help you bear the fruits of holiness. Amen.

And the blessing …and the blessing of God almighty, 
X the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, 
be upon you and remain with you always.  Amen.

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord:
in the name of Christ.  Amen

Notices

THIS WEEK
Monday 17th	 10.00 am	 Play Group, Parish Hall
	 1.30 pm	 Card Group, Parish Centre
Tuesday 18th 	 10.00 am	 Play Group, Parish Hall
Wednesday 19th	 10.00 am	 Eucharist, Church of St Paul, Gisborne
	 2.00pm	 Holy Communion, Oaks Nursing Home
Thursday 20th	 9.00am	 Mt Macedon Primary School,
		  Christmas Celebration	
	 6.00 pm	 AA in Parish Centre 
Saturday 22nd	 5.30 pm	 Eucharist, Church of St John, Riddells Creek
	 7.00 pm 	 Carols at Lake Park, Riddells Creek
Sunday 23rd	 9.00 am	 Eucharist at St Paul’s, Gisborne
	 10.30 am	 Eucharist, Church of the Resurrection
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Riddells Creek Community Christmas Carols
Saturday, 22nd December, 7.30pm-9.00pm

Vision Australia Calendars
Large print calendars which make an ideal Christmas present are available for 
sale priced at $15.00 each from Elaine Millar, 54282522.

Christmas Service Times
December 16th  7.30pm  	Carols and Readings at
			   Church of the Resurrection, Macedon
December 22nd	 7.00 pm Carols at Lake Park, Riddells Creek
December 24th  6pm       Children’s Christmas Pageant and Communion
			   St John’s Riddells Creek
          	  11.30pm	 Midnight Eucharist at
			   Church of  the Resurrection
			   (preceded by Carols 11pm)
December 25th  9am        Christmas Day Communion at
                            		 St Paul’s, Gisborne

CRIMCHECK...
We have had a great response from parishioners regarding this process - thank you 
to all of those who have now completed the process.  
There are a few parish volunteers still needing to complete their CrimCheck 
application and /or sign the Anglican Diocese of Melbourne, Code of Conduct for 
Child Safety [relevant forms are available at the Welcomers desk at each church 
service this weekend].
Please note: Uncertified identification documents can now be scanned and 
emailed directly to Sonja at the Parish Office: gisborneangelicancc@bigpond.com, 
as an alternative to Sonja physically sighting the documents.

_________________

For Parish volunteers wanting to complete their CrimCheck forms online, please 
use the following URL link to access the application form:

https://www.crimcheck.org.au/check/AnglicanParishGisborne



Please note that four original and current forms or identification should then be 
brought (or simply scanned and emailed) to Sonja at the office (Tuesdays between 
10am-1pm*) for sighting.  Applications cannot be processed without all of the 
required identification.
Identification should include (details also in application form):
1. One of, 	 Passport
				   Birth Certificate (AND Marriage Certificate if different name), 	

			  Australian Visa etc.  
Alternatively, 	 a ‘Verification of Identity’ form can be completed.  This form 	

			  is to be certified by a suitably qualified person who has known 	
			  you for at least 3 months (or certified at a local post office) and is 	
			  a simple form of identification for those people who do not have 	
			  another form of identification in this category.  

2. One of, 	 Drivers Licence or
				   Marriage Certificate or 
				   Shooters/Firearms Licence etc.,
3. Two of, 	 Medicare card
				   Credit/bank card or
				   photo ID card (WWC) etc..

COMPLETE THE CRIMCHECK PROCESS...

Volunteers are invited to come along and complete this process:

When:  Wednesday 19th December

Time: 10.30-11.30am

Where: St John’s Hall

Flowers in the Church at Resurrection this week are in honour of 
Mrs Rosemary Homewood’s 80th birthday. Congratulations Rosemary!


